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Mission Statement 
At Waugh Chapel Elementary, we strive to develop world class scholars and first class citizens 
who have the skills and attitudes to enable them to become compassionate, life-long learners, 
who will contribute positively to the future. 

 
Assessment Beliefs 

The staff of Waugh Chapel Elementary believes assessment is an integral part of teaching and 
learning that provides information about learning, the process of learning, and insight into the 
development of the attributes and attitudes of IB Learners. As a school community, we strive to 
make assessment a collaborative and informative process that involves teachers, support staff, 
students, families, and relevant stakeholders in the collection and analysis of dynamic 
information regarding student performance, instruction, and programming. To this end, we 
have chosen assessment techniques that provide multi-faceted information through diagnostic, 
formative, and summative means in ongoing, authentic, varied, and purposeful ways. Through 
these means, students reflect on their own learning and teachers reflect on their instruction. 

 
Purpose of Assessments 

At Waugh Chapel Elementary, assessments involve students, teachers, and other stakeholders 
and are used to: 
 

* Provide feedback on the learning process   
* Inform curriculum, instruction, and future assessments  
* Obtain evidence of student’s development in the Essential Elements of PYP, including 

the Learner Profile 
* Inform policies, procedures, agreements, and programming 
* Communicate to school community on the progress and proficiency on state 

curriculum and expectations  
 

Assessment Practices 
Strategies used to gather information about students’ development, learning, dispositions, and 
behaviors: 
* Performance assessments 
* Observations 
* Selected response

* Self and peer assessments  
* Process-focused assessments  
* Portfolios

* Reflections  
* Homework  
* Open-ended and 
Summative tasks

 
Tools used to collect data:  
* Running records  
* Rubrics  
* Checklists  

* Anecdotal records  
* Graphic Organizers  
* Benchmarks  

* Exemplars  
* Continuums  
* Standardized tests  
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Redo Policy 

To help students improve knowledge and understanding, further foster enthusiasm for 
learning, and engage in thoughtful reflection, the school has implemented a redo policy. 

• Students in grades 1-5 shall have 3 additional opportunities to improve a score of 69% 
or less on a qualifying activity which demonstrates knowledge of course content, skills, 
and standards for learning. 

• To qualify, students must have completed and submitted the original work by the due 
date and participated in teacher-facilitated re-teaching within 10 school days following 
the return of the original graded work. 

Mandated Assessments 

The teaching and learning staff at Waugh Chapel Elementary recognizes that there are local, 
state and national requirements of administering standardized assessments for a variety of 
purposes. In terms of the data provided by these assessments, we carefully consider the 
relevance of the test to the student population in the school, the relationship between what is 
being tested and the school’s instructional program, the impact of standardized testing on 
teaching and learning, and the usability of the data produced.  In alignment with the IB 
philosophy on assessment, we recognize the data from standardized assessments to be a single 
portrait of a one-time performance and should be considered along with other assessment 
information from varied assessment techniques.  

• ACCESS for ELLs – federally mandated assessment for students in grades K-5 to 
determine proficiency in the language of instruction as a component of the English 
Language Learner Identification Process. Administered Jan through early Feb. 

• Cognitive Abilities Test (COGAT) – locally mandated assessment for students in grade 2 
and 5 as a component of the Gifted and Talented Identification Process. Administered 
Nov through early Dec. 

• Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) – locally mandated assessment 
for students in grades K-5 for the purpose of pinpointing a student’s independent and 
instructional reading levels and observation of a student’s reading behaviors, for the 
purpose of making instructional decisions. Administered in October-mid Nov, February, 
and May. 

• Kindergarten Readiness Assessment (KRA) – state mandated assessment for selected 
students in kindergarten of four areas of early learning: Social and emotional 
development, and approaches toward learning; mathematics; language and literacy; 
physical well-being and motor development. Administered mid Sep through mid Oct. 

• Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career Readiness (PARCC) – 
federally mandated assessment for students in grades 3-8 to gauge progress towards 
mastery of standards for learning for the English language arts and mathematics. 

• Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA) – state mandated assessment for 
students grade 5 
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• Alternate MISA and Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) – state mandated 
assessments for students with significant cognitive disabilities, who qualify, as an 
alternative to MISA and PARCC. 

• Performance Series – selected students participate in this locally mandated assessment 
of mathematics and English language arts as a component of the Gifted and Talented 
Identification Process. 

• Primary Talent Development Portfolio – locally mandated assessment of a specific set of 
learning behaviors in grades K-2 as a component of the Gifted and Talented 
Identification Process. 

• Additional locally mandated assessments in Grades K-5 administered throughout the 
year 

Grade Level Assessment, Purpose, Frequency 

Pre-kindergarten 
Teacher Observation of Learning Assessment (T.O.O.L.) in five 
domains: Language and Literacy, Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, Fine Arts, Physical Education, and Student Behaviors 

Kindergarten 

Fountas & Pinnell Wordlist; Teacher Observation of Learning 
Assessment (T.O.O.L.) in five domains: Language and Literacy, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts, Physical Education, 
and Student Behaviors 

First Grade 
Mathematics Checkpoints; Optional Social Studies/Science 
Assessments 

Second Grade 
Mathematics Assessments (3); English Language Arts Assessments 
(2); Optional Social Studies/Science Assessments 

Third Grade 
Mathematics Checkpoints; Mathematics Assessments (3); English 
Language Arts Assessments (3); Science Assessment (2); Social 
Studies Assessment (2) 

Fourth Grade 
Mathematics Checkpoints; Mathematics Assessments (3); English 
Language Arts Assessments (3); Science Assessment (3); Social 
Studies Assessment (2) 

Fifth Grade 
Mathematics Checkpoints; Mathematics Assessments (3); English 
Language Arts Assessments (3); Science Assessment (2); Social 
Studies Assessment (2) 

Note: The state of Maryland has legislation limiting the amount of time students spend taking 
national, state, and locally mandated assessments to 2.2 percent of overall classroom time in a 
year — about 24 hours in elementary and middle school and 26 hours in high school. 
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Reporting to Stakeholders 

Keeping stakeholders informed regarding student progress is done through a combination of 
methods for the purpose of providing a multi-dimensional portrait of each student: 

The Written Report:  

• Formal written reporting of students’ efforts and achievement using the Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools (AACPS) district-mandated report card is scheduled four times a 
year in grades 1-5 – November, February, April, and June.  

• In prekindergarten, teachers will complete a Progress Report on each student in 
November, May, and June.  Parents are informed about student progress in Language 
and Literacy, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts, Physical Education, and 
Student Behaviors 

• Interim reports are distributed midway through the nine-week grading period. An 
interim is a notice that a student is not progressing adequately or is having difficulty 
with conduct, social development, work habits, or demonstrating the attributes of the 
Learner Profile.  Positive interims are highly encouraged. 

• Special educators send progress reports that update families on students’ progress and 
provide strategies for supporting learning at home.  

• Report cards and interim reports include a student’s reading level, letter grades for each 
academic and cultural arts subject area, and evaluations on expected student behaviors 
and Learner Profile attributes, as well as skill development.  

• The Maryland State Board of Education releases a yearly report card to inform 
stakeholders in regards to the performance of the State, its 24 school systems, and 
individual schools.  The state report card provides information on state-mandated 
testing, school progress, annual measurable objectives, demographics, enrollment, 
attendance, and other relevant data.  

Conferences:  

• The purpose of parent-teacher-student conferences is to review progress, exchange 
information about the students, and formulate plans for continued progress. 

• In accordance with district policy, parent-teacher conferences are held for grades 1-5 in 
October, December, and March. Additional conferences for Pre-Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten are held at the beginning and end of the school year. Parents may request 
additional conferences at any time.  
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Portfolios:  

• Portfolios will be implemented and used to purposefully collect examples of students’ 
work that demonstrates the Essential Elements of the PYP, as well as their growth and 
reflection throughout their elementary school years.  

• They will be cumulative collection of student work that travels with the student from 
Pre-K through fifth grade, housed in the classrooms, and available to students and 
families at any time. 

• In grades PreK-2, the Primary Talent Development (PTD) portfolios serve as a collection 
of artifacts of student work in where teachers observe and document targeted 
behaviors, student strengths, interests, and abilities. The PTD portfolio serves as an 
expanded student profile that can be used to identify students who require advanced 
learner services. The portfolio documentation may also be used as evidence of student 
performance in identifying those who may need extra support or special education 
services. 

Other Methods:  

• Teachers send home graded and ungraded assignments home on a weekly basis to keep 
parents abreast of student progress and assists in extending learning beyond the school 
day.  

• District policy mandates that teachers in grades 1-5 keep an online grade book that is 
updated at least every 5-8 days so as to facilitate open communication between home 
and classroom.  

• The teacher’s online gradebook is linked to an online tool for parents called 
ParentCONNECTxp (PCxp).  To keep updated on their child’s grades and attendance, 
PCxp allows parents access 24 hours a day, seven days a week, from any computer with 
internet access.  

• Teachers use various communication methods to communicate with parents on a daily 
basis about student progress and behavior, including but not limited to: Class DoJo, class 
and/or grade level websites, agendas, emails, and phone calls home. 


